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PROPOSAL

An essay arguing for a solution to a problem

Length: 1600-2000 words
Research: 15 credible sources

Audience:  Write to an audience that’s not already inclined to agree with your position: they
may be neutral or hostile to what you propose. Make sure you address your
proposal to people who, once they are aware of the problem, may be expected to do
something about it.

Description: The purpose of this essay is to convince your readers that something should be done
about a specific problem.

Sources: A total of 18. The 15 you used for your “Pro/Pro Arguments” may be included.
Sources must be drawn mostly from a variety of USC Upstate Library resources.

Description

For the Pro/Pro Arguments, you maintained two opposed or alternative positions as though
you were two different people. That exercise gave you the chance to feel the force of a position
that perhaps you did not and still do not agree with. Now you can take one of those two
positions, or another you have discovered or constructed yourself on the topic, and make it the
main position of your final paper. This paper will be one sustained argument in which you
argue forcefully for your position, but also take other positions into account. To maintain a
thoughtful, substantiated position on the issue, you must consider other positions that have
been taken on that issue. Once you recognize alternate or competing views, you will absorb or
concede or refute those arguments.

Consider this final paper to be your opportunity to demonstrate your ability to use the
rhetorical skills you have learned this semester. How can you best establish your own ethos as
the author of this essay? What kinds of pathetic appeals will be most persuasive for your
audience? What is the most effective order for making your logical arguments? What “Ways of
Using Logos” will be evident in your essay?

Research

To complete this paper, continue your research, including books, articles, nonprint media,
government sources, and interviews as appropriate. Make sure that your materials are up-to-
date. As you have learned more, your views may have been modified, maybe have grown more
complex, or may even have changed entirely. Your final paper must demonstrate competence
in using and citing sources properly and in ways that support your position and purposes.

Audience and Purpose

Your hypothetical readers for this paper have never seen your Pro/Pro Arguments. You are
starting fresh. Conceptualize your readers as a group that requires convincing, either because
they are neutral or because they are opposed to your position. Arguing with people who
disagree with you is the most challenging rhetorical situation, the one requiring the greatest
skill from an arguer in selecting, arranging, and phrasing arguments. Though arguments
addressed to those who are opposed rarely overturn their convictions, a well-argued case can
nevertheless demonstrate to them that a reasonable and moral person can hold a different
view. Arguments for a neutral audience have a good chance of influencing and even winning
over readers.
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Arrangement Advice

This paper must be longer than the others you have written this semester in order to give you
a chance to develop your own arguments in detail, to back them up with the appropriate
support, and to respond to other positions. A full argument on a genuine issue where
something is at stake deserves care and preparation.

* Like all persuasive essays, you need an introduction that will present the topic, catch the
audience’s attention, provide a sense of where the paper is going, and present your thesis
statement.

*  You will need to contextualize briefly the debate—drawing upon what you did in the “What
Are The Issues?” assignment—and inform your audience of all the relevant information.

* The most important decision you have to make is how to distribute the confirmation
(arguments for) and refutation (arguments against). Should you refute the opposition first?
This is the usual advice when an audience believes the opposing arguments. Or should your
positive arguments come first? It is sometimes suggested that, even with hostile audiences,
strong arguments boldly framed are more likely to persuade. Or perhaps characterizations
of other positions should be mixed with refutation, concession, or bridging. The
possibilities are extensive, so planning is necessary.

* Like all persuasive essays, you need a conclusion that restates your position and reminds
your audience briefly what the most compelling support for that position is.
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